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Facts about Social Networking:

' 96% of students ages 9 to 17 who have access to the Intemet have used social networking technologies
(Grunwald Associates, 'Creating & Connecting - Research and Guidelines on Online Sociiland
Educational Networking," July 2007).

. 710/o of students ages 9 to 17 use social networking sites on a weekly basis (Grunwald Associates,"Creating & Connecting - Research and Guidelines on Online Social and Educational Networking,; July
2007).

. 20o/o of youth include swear words in their MySpace profiles and 33% of MySpace pages have swear
words in the comments sections (Hinduja, S. and Patchin, J.W. 'Personal ]nformation of Adolescents on
the Intemet: a-Quantitative analysis of MySpace.com.'Joumal of Adolescence, 2002).

. 18% of youth MySpace pages contain evidence of consumption of alcohol by minors, B% reference
underage smoking, and2o/o referto marijuana usage (Hinduja, S. and Patchin, J.W. "Personallnformation
of Adolescents on the Intemet: a Quantitative analysis of MySpace.com.n Joumal of Adolescence, 2007).

. 640/o of teens post photos or videos of themselves online, while more than half (58%) post info about
where they live. Females arefar more likely than male teens to post personal photos or videos of
themselves (7070 vs. 58%) (Teen Research Unlimited, "Cox Communications Teen lntemet safety Survey
Wave ll,'March 2007).

' Nearly one in 10 teens (8%) has posted his or her cell phone number online (Teen Research Unlimited.'cox communications Teen lntemet safety survey wave ll," March z0o7).
. 58% of teens don't think posting photos or other personal info on social networking sites is unsafe (Teen

Research Unlimited. "Cox Communications Teen lntemet safety Survey Wave ll," March 2002),
. Nearly half of teens (47%) aren't wonied about others using their personal info in ways they don't want

(Teen Research Unlimited. "Cox Communications Teen lntemet safety Survey Wave ll," M'arch 20Ol).
. About half (4970) are unconcerned that posting personal info online might negatively affect their future

(Teen Research Unlimited. "Cox Communications Teen lntemet safetySurvey Wave ll,' March 2007).
. 32o/o of all teens and 43% of teens active in social networking have been contacted online by a compiete

stranger (Lenhart, Amanda and Maddox, Mary. nTeens, Privacy, and Online SocialNetworki - How Teens
Manage their Online ldentities and Personal Information in the Age of MySpace." April 18, 2002).

. Boys are more likely to post personal information than are girls (Lenhart, Amanda and Maddox, Mary."Teens, Privacy, and Online Social Networks - How Teens Manage their Online ldentities and personal
lnformation in the Age of MySpace." April 18, ZA}n.

. Among teens active in social networking sites, 61% post the name of their city or town, 49% post their
school's name, 29% post their email address, and29% post their last name (Lenhart, Amanda and
Maddox, Mary. "Teens, Privacy, and Online SocialNetworks - How Teens Manage their Online ldentities
and Personal Information in the Age of MySpace., April 1g,ZOOTI.

Facts about Online Predators and Strangers online:

. 69% of teens regularly receive personal messages online from people they don't know and most of them
don't tell a trusted adult about it (Teen Research Unlimited, "Cox Communications Teen lntemet safetv
Survey Wave ll," March 2007).



when they receive onrine messages from someone they don't know, 60% of teens say they usually ask

who the person is, 5770 of teens itrim tnry ignore such'messages, 31% say they usually reply and chat

with peopre tney oon't'rnow, ano onry Zlritdn a trusteo adurt when they receive such messages (Teen

Research Unrimited. Jcox iommunications Teen Internet safety survey wave ll,' M.arch 2007).

while 16% of teens say they ve consid.rro **ting fgce to face with someone they've talked to only

onrine, that marks a significant drop compar.o to tti. 30yo of teens who were considering such a meeting

in 2006. ln 2007, 8% of teens say they tttutlrv have met in person with someone ftom the Intemet' down

from 14%in 2006 (Teen Research unrimitrJ, ico* communications Teen lntemet safety survey wave ll,"

March 2007\.
230/o otchirdren have had an encounter with a stranger on the Intemet, including 7Yo of children who

reported having *riro**ne in the realworld fromine lntemet (Harris Interactive' "Kids outsmart

iit ntt Whenit Comes to the lntemet," August 2007)' ..^i^^ frrair har
Tgro otsexual solicitation incidents nrpp"nioio yortil whilethey were using trg{ holne computer (wolak'

J., Mitchell, K., & Fili;hoi, O IZOOOI Oniine vlctimization of youth: Five years later' National Center for

ft4irting & Exploited Ch1dren gultetin- #07-0&025' Alexandria, VA)'

40% of solicitations began with a solicitor communicating with a youtn tntough.an instant message or lM

(Wotak, 1., l,titcnerr,i{ldrinrtrnot, D. (2d06t. 01|!19 Y'IU,:.lion of vouth: Five years later' National

Center for Missing ii i,,pr.it o Cnnoren'Bulleiin - #07-06-025' Alexandria' VA)'

56% of solicitations contained a request toite youtn to send photographs.of themselves to the solicitor

andzTo/oof solicitations contained a request roitne youth to send aiexual picture of themselves (wolak'

J,, Mitchell, f., a fNfeinor, O. 1ZOOO1. Online victimization of youth: Five years later' National Center for

itir;i.g & Expioited Children guttetin'- #07-0&025' Alexandria, VA)'

, 30% of teens use chatrooms to conven. *itn strangers twolak, J., Mitchell, K', & Finkelhor, D' (2006)'

onrine victimization of youth: Five years rater. Natioiar center for Missing & Exploited children Bulletin -

#07-06-025. Alexandria, VA)'
, 90% of sexual solicitations are directed to youth aoes lp and older (wolak'.J'' lr/itchell' K" & Finkelhor' D'

(2006). onrine uictimization of youth: Fir; y;il raier. Nationar cenier for Missing & Exproited children

bulletin - #07-06-025. Alexandria, VA)'
. 340/oof youth have encountered unwanted sexual material while online (Wolak, J', Mitchell' K" &

Finkelhor, D. (2006). Online victimizatioriot-vortn, iiur years later. National center for Missing & Exploited

Children Bulletin - #07-06-025' Alexandria' VA)'
. 34o/oof onrine soricitors made a pnon, cJito the youth, 1g% visited to the youth's home, 120lo offered

money or other iters, anJ 9% sent offrine mair toihe youth's address (wolak, J', Mitchell, K', & Finkelhor'

D. (2006). online victimization of youth: iiur v.r" rrter. National cenier for Missing & Exploited children

Builetin - #07-06-025' Alexandria,VA)'
. only 5% of youth who received a sexual solicitation and2o/oof youth who encountered unwanted sexual

materialonline indicated that they have told law enforcement, their Intemet service provider' school

authorities, or other authorities auout tne inciJrni tworrt, J..,-Mitchell' K" & Finkelhor, D' (2006)' online

victimization of youth: Five years tater. Nationat cinter for Missing & Exploited children Bulletin '#07-0&

025. Alexandria, VA



Facts about Gyber Bullying:

. Cyberbullying is the wiflful and repeated harm inflicted trrough the medium of electronic text. lt can take
place in chat rooms, on social networking websites, through cellphone text messaging, email, and other
web-based environments (Burgess -Proctor, Amanda; Patchin, Justin, Ph D , and HinOula, Sameer, ph.D.'Cyberbullying - The Victimization of Adolescent Girls,, 20Yll.

. Common cyberbullying behaviors include name+alling, spreading of gossip or sensitive information,
threats, teasing, sexual harassment, being lgnored or disrespected, and being deceived by a bully who is
misrepresenting themselves (Burgess -Proctor, Amanda; Patchin, Justin, ph b , and Hinduja, Sameer,
Ph.D. "cyberbullying - The Victimization of Adolescent Girls,' zwl).

. Nearly one in four teens in a relationship Q4o/o) communicated with their partner via cellphone or texting
HOURLY between midnight and 5:00am (Teen Research Unlimited, 'Tech Abuse in Teen Relationships,"
January 2007).

. 30o/o of teens say they are text messaged ten, twenty, even thirty times an hour by a partner inquiring
where they are, what they're doing, or who they're with (Teen Research Unlimited, "Tech Abuse in Tien
Relationships," January 2007).

. 670/o of parents whose teens were checked up on thirty times per day on their cell phone were unaware
this was happening (Teen Research Unlimited, 'Tech Abuse in Teen Relationships,n January 2O0T).

. 82o/o of parents whose teens were emailed or texted thirty times per hour were unaware this was
happening (Teen Research Unlimited,'Tech Abuse in Teen Relationships," January 2007).

. One in four teens in a relationship (25%) say they have been called names, harassed, or put down by their
partner through cellphones and texting (Teen Research Unlimited, "Tech Abuse in Teen Relationships,"
January 2007).

. One in five teens in a relationship (22o/o) have been asked to engage in sex by cellphone or the Internet
when they do not want to (Teen Research Unlimited, "Tech Abuse in Teen Relationships," January 2007).

. 71o/o of parents were unaware that their teen is afraid of not responding to a cell phone call, text oi lM
massage or email for fear of what their partner might do (Teen Research Unlimited, "Tech Abuse in Teen
Relationsh ips," January 2007).

. 670/o of parents were unaware that their teen was asked to have sex or engage in sexual acts via cell
phone, email, lM, or texting when they did not want to (Teen Research Unlimited, "Tech Abuse in Teen
Relationships," January 2007).

. Only 20% of girls who were bullied online, never knew who was bullying them. 31% were bullied by a
friend from school, 36% were bullied by someone else from their school, andZ1o/owere bullied by
someone in a chat room (Burgess -Proctor, Amanda; Patchin, Justin, Ph D , and Hinduja, Sameer, ph.D.'Cyberbullying - The Victimization of Adolescent Gids," 2OOT).

. 27o/o of girls who were bullied decidedto retaliate by bullying the person who bullied them. Only 20%
informed a parent or another adult.470/o confrded in an online buddy, 17% suspended their use of the
Internet for a time, and 25o/o ignored the harassment they received (Burgess -Proctor, Amanda; patchin,
Justin, Ph D , and Hinduja, Sameer, Ph.D, "Cyberbullying - The Victimization of Adolescent Girls," 2007).

. 43o/o of youth report that they have experienced some form of cyberbullying in the last year. The incidence
of cyberbullying is most prevalent among 15- and 16-yearolds, particularly among girli (Hanls Interactive,"Teens and Cyberbullying.' Research conducted for the National Crime Preventionbouncil, February
2007).

. Teen cyberbullying victims are twice as likely to talk to a friend about a bullying incident as to talk with their
parents or another adult (Hanis Interactive, "Teens and Cyberbullying." Research conducted for the
National Crime Prevention Council, February Z0A7).



Facts about CYber Grime:

cunenily, 3070 of youth admitted to downloading music withoutpaying; this is an improvement over the

sst of youtn whoilrrg.rt:do*nloaded music in 2004 (Hanis Interactive for the Busines software

Alliance. 'survey sug"drt"p.rental Rules Matter In Encouraging Good lntemet Behavior,' May 2007)'
'Ol, 

oiyoutn aOmitte,iio downtoading movies without nltiry i1 2b07, down from 10% in 2006 admitting

lr*ri,jrJirg without paying, and 1|-%reporting so in 200a (Hanis lnteractive for the Business software

Aliance. ,survey sugdt, i?rrentalRures Ma[er h Encouraging Good lntemet Behavior,' May 2007).

When young survey participants were asked what wonies them about downloading digitalcopyrighted

software, music, touitt oigtmes from the Intemet without paying, the top PgPgnsT were fear of

accidentalry downroadingaiomputer virus (62yd, getting inio regar trouble (sz%l and.accidentally

downloading ,pv".n isiyo). Fear of gettini in tto,iurr niitn parents ranked fourth at (480/0), indicating hat

parents represent , gr*in( .nO efeciive iinuence on the online Pffriceg of youth (Hanis Interactive for

the Business softnvaieAliiJnr..'survey suggests Parental Rules Matter ln Encouraging Good lntemet

Behavior,'May 2007). r. r - L-^-^ ̂ -
More than half of collLge and university students who download unlicensed software and other digital

copyrighted files are experiencing computer viruses, spyware, and other harmful effects from their

downloading activities:
o 55% have experienced virus and spyware problems'
o 20% have had hard drive crashes
o 1g% have had document and file losses (lpsos for Business Software Alliance' "Public Affairs

StudY Fact Sheet," March 2007).
21o/o ofchildren have reported having an experience with inappropriate material via the Intemet that made

them feeluncomfortable (Hanis lnteractive, "Kids outsmart Parents When it Comes to the lntemet,'

August 2007).
3ii;;iyouth admit to breaking one or more online safety or behavior rules (using inappropriate language,

posting inappropriate picturesiposting personal information, or pretending to be someone they are not)

(Grunwald Associates, "Creating & Connecting - Research and Guidelines on Online Social and

Educational Networking," July 2007)'
Teens who use uotn idciatnetwort<ing sites and admit to breaking onlinesafety'or behavior rules are

significanly rore li|t.ryio eirn lower-grades in schoolthan teenJwho follow the rules when using social

networking sites (Grunward Associatei, "creating & connecting - Research and Guidelines on online

Social and Educational Networking," July 2007)'



Facts a bout Parental I nvolvemenUl nfl uence on Teen's Online Behaviors :

90o/o of ten to twelve-year-old children say their parents know where they are going online, compared with
41o/o of thirteen to fiftteen-year-old children. (Hanis lnteractive, 'Teens and Cyberbullying.' Research
conducted for the National Crime Prevention Council, February 2A0n.
Parents of children under 18 who access tre Intemet estimate their children are online an average of three
hours a week, however, children ages &17 admit to spending an average of seven hours online a week,
and nearly a quarter (23%) report doing things online that their parents would not condone (Hanis
lnteractive, "Kids Outsmart Parents When it Comes to he lntemet," August n07),.
25o/o of teens say tfreir parents know 'little' or'nothing' about what they do online feen Research
Unlimited. "Cox Communications Teen Intemet safety Survey Wave ll," March 2007).
41o/o ol teens report their parents talk to them 'a lot' about Intemet safety, and three out of four say their
parents have talked to them in the past year aboutthe ptential dangers of posting personal info. The level
of parental involvement is higher for younger teens and girls (Teen Research Unlimited. "Cox

Communications Teen lntemet safety Survey Wave ll,'March 20071.
Teens whose parents have talked to them "a lot' about lntemet safety are more concemed about the risks
of sharing personal info online than teens whose parents are less involved (Teen Research Unlimited.
"Cox Communications Teen Intemet safety Survey Wave ll,'March 2007).
Teens whose parents have talked to them "a lot" about online safety are less likely to consider meeting
face to face with someone they met on the lntemet (12% vs. 20%) (Teen Research Unlimited, "Cox

Communications Teen Intemet safety Survey Wave ll,'March 2007).
85% of parents of online teens say they have established rules about the kinds of personal information
their child can share over the internet (Lenhart, Amanda and Maddox, Mary. "Teens, Privacy, and Online
Social Networks - How Teens Manage their Online ldentities and Personal Information in the Age of
MySpace." April 18, 2007).
69% of parents say they have rules about how long their teen can spend online. (Lenhart, Amanda and
Maddox, Mary. "Teens, Privacy, and Online Social Networks - How Teens Manage their Online ldentities
and Personal Information in the Age of MySpace." April 18, 2007).
Only 47o/o of homes with teens ages 15 to 17 use filtering software. Parents with teens younger than 15
are much more likely to use filtering software, though it is beneficial to youth of all ages (Lenhart, Amanda
and Maddox, Mary. nTeens, Privacy, and Online Social Networks - How Teens Manage their Online
ldentities and Personal Information in the Age of MySpace." April 18,2007)'


